Gree ngs Students and Families:
We are proud to present the 2018-2019 Program of Studies for Holbrook Middle-High School, a
course of studies designed to prepare our students for college and career readiness in today’s
ever-changing world. This year, we are pleased to oﬀer a variety of new courses geared to
address student interests and to foster a new set of 21st century skills. Our dedicated and
knowledgeable teachers and counselors are here to support students and parents/guardians in
the course selec on process, and to provide guidance for post-graduate planning. Please feel
free to reach out to our faculty for informa on and advice.
All students are encouraged to access our college preparatory curriculum, which is aligned to
the Massachuse s Curriculum Frameworks and which meets the Admissions Standards for the
Massachuse s State University System. Addi onally, we oﬀer programming that will allow
students to explore new ﬁelds and to follow their passions. We are commi ed to ensuring that
each student has the founda on skills necessary to build his/her own future as global ci zens.
As we start the next school year, we challenge students to remain persistent in their pursuit of
an educa on, to approach coursework and extracurricular ac vi es with a posi ve, can-do
attitude, and to leave their mark as they progress through Holbrook Middle-High School and
beyond.
Sincerely,
Laura J. Stevenson
Principal

Shannon O’Driscoll
Assistant Principal

Accredited by the New England Associa on of Schools & Colleges
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Holbrook Public Schools
245 South Franklin Street
Holbrook, MA 02343
781-767-1226
www.holbrook.k12.ma.us

If you need this document translated, please contact the Central Office at 781-767-1226.
Si usted necesita este documento traducido, contacta por favor la Oﬁcina Central en
781-767-1226.
Si vous avez besoin de ce document traduit, s'il vous plaît contacter le Bureau Central à
781-767-1226.
Wenn Sie dieses Dokument übersetzt brauchen, berühren Sie bi e die Zentrale an
781-767-1226.
Se lei ha bisogno di questo documento trado o, conta a per favore l'Uﬃcio Centrale al
781-767-1226.
Indien u nodig dit document vertaald hebt, contactert u alstublie
781-767-1226.

het Hoofdkantoor aan

Se necessita este documento traduzido, por favor contata o Escritório Central em 781-767-1226.
Если Вы нуждаетесь в этом переведенном документе, пожалуйста войдите в контакт с
Центральным Офисом в 781-767-1226.
Om De trenger de e oversa e dokumentet, behager kontakt Sentralen på 781-767-1226.

CHAPTER 622 – TITLE IX – SECTION 504 – CONTINUING POLICY STATEMENT
The Holbrook Public Schools do not discriminate on the basis of race, color, sex, religion,
na onal origin or handicap in its educa onal ac vi es or employment prac ces as required by
Chapter 622 and Title IX of the 1972 Federal Educa on Amendments and Sec on 504 of the
Rehabilita on Act of 1973 (29 U.S.C. 706) and the Americans with Disabili es Act
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HMHS Mission Statement
Here at Holbrook Middle-High School our core values and beliefs are to:

C
A
R
E

hallenge ourselves,
spire to excellence, be
esilient, and

ngage with others.

To support the belief that all students should be effective problem solvers, clear communicators,
and responsible citizens, our 21st century learning expectations are as follows:
Academic Expectations
Students will...
● Read insightfully and critically for a variety of purposes.
● Write effectively for a range of purposes and audiences.
● Solve problems by working independently or collaboratively.
● Communicate confidently and clearly through masterful engagement and exemplary
command of subject matter.
Civic Expectations
Students will...
● Understand, exhibit, and promote socially responsible habits of mind that contribute to a
positive community.
● Understand, value, and respect cultural differences and diversity.
Social Expectation
Students will...
● Exhibit and uphold tolerance and respect.
● Consistently demonstrate honesty and integrity.
● Use technology in an informed and ethical manner.
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HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS
Graduation Credit Requirements
Total number of necessary
Years
Cumula ve credits
English
4*
Mathema cs
4
Social Studies 3**
Science
3
Physical Educa on
1
Language or Business & Computer Technology 2***
Senior Capstone & Communica ons Course YES

Credits
120
20
20
15
15
5
10

*The four English courses that sa sfy this requirement are exclusive of elec ves.
**Speciﬁc course requirements include World History II, and US History I & II.
*** Language requirement for students with an individual educa on plan may be waived with the approval of the
IEP team. Students would be required to complete 2 years (4 semesters) of business &
technology courses.

Graduation Requirements
1. Meet MCAS Competency Determina on in English Language Arts,
Mathema cs, and Science and Technology/Engineering
2. Pass four (4) years of English
3. Pass four (4) years of Mathema cs
4. Pass three (3) years of Science
5. Pass three (3) years of History
6. Pass one (1) year of Physical Educa on
7. Pass two (2) years of Foreign Language or Business & Computer Technology
8. Demonstrate competency on Senior Capstone Project
MCAS COMPETENCY DETERMINATION
In addi on to mee ng local gradua on criteria, students must meet or exceed a scaled score of
240 on the Massachuse s Comprehensive Assessment System (MCAS), on the following two
tests: English Language Arts and Mathema cs. Students must also meet or exceed a scaled
score of 220 (threshold) for Science and Technology/Engineering.
Students can also fulﬁll the criteria by mee ng or exceeding a scaled score of 220 on both the
English Language Arts and Mathema cs examina ons AND fulﬁlling the requirements of an
Educa onal Proﬁciency Plan (EPP) in order to receive a diploma from Holbrook Junior-Senior
High School. Each EPP will include at a minimum:
●
●

Review of the students’ strengths and weaknesses, based on MCAS and other assessment results,
coursework, grades, and teacher input.
The courses the student will be required to take and successfully complete in grades 11 and 12 and;

5

●

A descrip on of the assessments the school will administer on a regular basis to determine if the
student is moving towards proﬁciency.

MCAS Competency Determina ons are governed by the Department of Elementary and
Secondary Educa on under State Regula ons, 606 CMR 30.00. Addi onal informa on can be
found at www.doe.mass.edu/mcas.
SENIOR YEAR CAPSTONE COURSE
All Seniors will be required to take the Capstone course. A key
focus of this Capstone course is a Senior Capstone Project in
which students must demonstrate competency on a research
paper and presenta on. Students may choose their topics;
however, selec ons require the prior approval of capstone
advisors. Students must earn a minimum grade of 65% on both
the Capstone Project and the overall Capstone course to successfully meet the project
requirement and to earn course credit.
The Senior Capstone allows students to demonstrate not only what they know, but also what
they can do. Students should be able to independently demonstrate an applica on of the skills
they have acquired throughout their high school academic career. Students will be guided
through the process of researching, implemen ng, wri ng, and presen ng their project to a
panel of faculty and administrators. Time management, organiza on, use of technology, and
communica on skills are needed to successfully meet the minimum requirement.
TRANSCRIPTS, GPA, AND CLASS RANKING
In order to prevent disputes and misunderstandings revolving around the methodology and
resul ng determina on of Decile Rank for transfer students, and to preserve an element of
fairness to students who have spent their whole academic careers at Holbrook Junior Senior
High School, the following guidelines will be followed:
The Holbrook High School Class Rank is designed to determine and recognize those
students who have achieved the highest levels in the HMHS course of study. It is not
realis c to assume that it can reﬂect with an unassailable level of accuracy student
performance demonstrated under a diﬀerent set of standards in place at other
schools. Therefore, only grades earned at Holbrook Middle-High School will be used
for the purpose of compu ng class rank. In order to become a valedictorian or
salutatorian, a student must complete the equivalent of a minimum of four semesters
of coursework in classes at Holbrook Middle-High School. Class rank is calculated at
the end of the school year for students in grades ten, and eleven. Class rank for
seniors is calculated at the end of the ﬁrst semester (for gradua on) and again at the
end of the year.
Class rank is calculated by conver ng grades to their corresponding grade points according to
the chart below, mul plied by credits a empted for the course. The sum of these weighted
grade equivalents is then divided by the total number of credits a empted.
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Grade

AP

Honors

CP

Comp

100
99
98
97
96
95
94
93
92
91
90
89
88
87
86
85
84
83
82

5.5
5.4
5.3
5.2
5.1
5.0
4.9
4.8
4.7
4.6
4.5
4.4
4.3
4.2
4.1
4.0
3.9
3.8
3.7

5.0
4.9
4.8
4.7
4.6
4.5
4.4
4.3
4.2
4.1
4.0
3.9
3.8
3.7
3.6
3.5
3.4
3.3
3.2

4.5
4.4
4.3
4.2
4.1
4.0
3.9
3.8
3.7
3.6
3.5
3.4
3.3
3.2
3.1
3.0
2.9
2.8
2.7

4.0
3.9
3.8
3.7
3.6
3.5
3.4
3.3
3.2
3.1
3.0
2.9
2.8
2.7
2.6
2.5
2.4
2.3
2.2

81
80
79
78
77
76
75
74
73
72
71
70
69
68
67
66
65
0-64

3.6
3.5
3.4
3.3
3.2
3.1
3.0
2.9
2.8
2.7
2.6
2.5
2.4
2.3
2.2
2.1
2.0
0.0

3.1
3.0
2.9
2.8
2.7
2.6
2.5
2.4
2.3
2.2
2.1
2.0
1.9
1.8
1.7
1.6
1.5
0.0

2.6
2.5
2.4
2.3
2.2
2.1
2.0
1.9
1.8
1.7
1.6
1.5
1.4
1.3
1.2
1.1
1.0
0.0

2.1
2.0
1.9
1.8
1.7
1.6
1.5
1.4
1.3
1.2
1.1
1.0
0.9
0.8
0.7
0.6
0.5
0.0

GUIDANCE SERVICES
The Guidance Department is an assistance-oriented service of Holbrook Middle - High School. It
is organized to help students be er understand and successfully work through the
responsibili es and stresses of adolescence as they grow toward personal independence. Each
student is assigned to a counselor who coordinates his/her guidance services. Counselors are
here to help students understand and gain personal insight into anything that interferes with
successful learning or personal rela onships both inside and outside of school. They help
students in developing decision-making skills. Each counselor will keep students’ concerns,
problems, and rela onships in the strictest of conﬁdence. In order to service students’ needs,
counselors work closely with teachers, administrators, and the school nurse. They remain
informed of students' academic standing, classroom rela onships, study habits, and general
school progress. The goal is to enable each student to realize the maximum beneﬁts of the
educa onal opportuni es oﬀered through our academic and co-curricular programs.
To accomplish this, the following counseling services are available to each student:
Academic
(course selec on)
Educa onal
(post high school program)
Occupa onal
(career explora on)
Personal/Social
(individual and group)
Referral
(outside resources)
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SPECIAL EDUCATION
The Special Educa on Department oﬀers services ranging from academic support or monitoring
to direct instruc on, depending upon a student’s educa onal needs as wri en in the student’s
Individualized Educa on Program (IEP). This Chapter 766 program also provides evalua on
services which determine eligibility for special educa on services. The Special Educa on
Department works closely with the regular classroom teachers in order to assist students in
maintaining progress in the regular classroom. The ul mate goal of this department is to assist
students as they receive instruc on in the least restric ve environment possible.
INTRODUCTION TO COURSE SELECTION
The informa on contained in this Program of Studies is designed to guide students and parents
in making important educa onal decisions for the upcoming school year. All course oﬀerings are
dependent on the ﬁnalized school budget, and the school reserves the right to delete or amend
course oﬀerings based on ﬁnancial and educa onal considera ons. Some courses are oﬀered
every other year to increase enrollment while s ll providing opportunity.
COURSE SELECTION GUIDELINES
Guidance Counselors work with teachers and students to choose the appropriate number of
required, elec ve, and study courses for each individual student. Online courses, independent
studies, internships, and technology-based projects are becoming more a part of 21st century
educa on. Guidance counselors, school administra on, and faculty will oversee such projects
and courses so that they furnish student goals for academic progress and mastery of
technology.
COURSE REGISTRATION GUIDELINES
Students must earn a passing grade for the year in order to earn course credits towards
gradua on. In order to be in good standing and advance from one grade level to the next higher
grade level, students must earn the following number of credits by the start of:
Grade 10
30 credits minimum
Grade 11
60 credits minimum
Grade 12
90 credits minimum
Gradua on
120 credits minimum
1. All students will carry a full schedule. Assignments will be made based on the student’s past
academic performance, availability in the desired class, and the student’s schedule.
2. Courses elected by less than ﬁ een pupils will generally not be oﬀered. The superintendent
and/or school commi ee may grant approval for any excep on.
3. When a student withdraws from a course before the issuance of progress reports for the
ﬁrst me in that class, no record of the course appears on the permanent record card.
Students who withdraw a er the ﬁrst progress report will have a WD listed as the ﬁnal grade
on the permanent record card.
4. In the event of schedule or other conﬂicts, students should discuss the problem with their
parents and counselor in order to reach a decision. In all cases the ﬁnal decision rests with
the school principal.
5. Students must achieve a minimum grade of 50% and pass at least one of the four quarters in
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order to be eligible to earn credits in summer school. A maximum of twenty (20) credits
earned in summer school may be applied to the total number of credits required for
gradua on. A student must have all summer school courses approved by the Guidance
Department or Principal prior to registering.
6. Students may not make up more than two (2) required courses (English, Mathema cs, U.S.
History, Science, etc.) in summer school without the approval of the Principal.
COURSE CHANGES
Alloca on of staﬀ, rooms and the number of sec ons oﬀered of each course are determined by
the number of student requests received for a speciﬁc course. Students should understand the
importance of selec ng an appropriate academic schedule that interests and challenges them.
Addi onally, course changes present a signiﬁcant disrup on to teaching and learning. That said,
students are commi ed to remain in the courses they request for the en re year, or in the case
of semester-based courses, for the en re semester. We do, however, understand that on
occasion extenua ng circumstances exist that require a course change request to be
considered.
A change request made due to poor a endance, tardiness, inadequate class par cipa on,
failure to do homework, lack of eﬀort or teacher preference will not be approved.
Once the school year has begun, schedule changes will only be allowed for the following
reasons:
● An obvious error in the schedule
● A change because of passing a failed course during summer school or outside of school.
Changes in class schedules are discouraged. However, a request for a change in schedule will be
honored if the following circumstances are present:
● Problems created by the cancella on of an oﬀering
● A teacher-ini ated level change a er the midpoint of the ﬁrst term. Any ac on taken
must have the approval of the department head and guidance counselor. Parent or
guardians will be no ﬁed of the change.
Note: Other than those excep ons listed above, no changes will be made in a student’s program
a er three weeks (15 school days) of the beginning of any course.
COURSE LEVELS
Course placements are designed to provide maximum intellectual challenge for each student.
The school makes placement decisions on the basis of tes ng, past academic performance, and
departmental approvals. Placement assumes that ability will allow success, but normal student
eﬀort is also assumed. It is also assumed that students and teachers will an cipate upward
movements in level placements based upon intellectual growth over years of schooling. All
leveled courses are designed to challenge, promote cri cal thought, provide opportuni es to
problem solve, and prepare students for postsecondary educa on. The professional staﬀ at
Holbrook Middle-High School is commi ed to the concepts that all students, upon gradua on,
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will be expected to demonstrate that they can synthesize, organize, and apply knowledge to
complex and real life situa ons and are fully prepared for postsecondary educa on and/or
work.
All course levels will contain career and relevant real world connec ons to the
curriculum.
Course levels are designed as follows:
Advanced Placement: As this course ends with an advanced placement examina on that can
lead to college credit, it will be run with college expecta ons. AP classes are for students
seeking enrollment in selec ve four-year colleges. Students should an cipate intense pacing
and collegiate analysis of the curriculum. Students should be accomplished independent
learners who are highly self-mo vated to manage our most rigorous homework expecta ons.
Summer work may be required. The fee for an AP exam is $ 93. More informa on can be
obtained through your guidance counselor or through www.collegeboard.com
Honors: Students should an cipate fast pacing and deep analysis of the curriculum. Students
should be independent learners who are self-mo vated to manage more rigorous homework
expecta ons.
College Preparatory: Students should an cipate moderate pacing and deep explora on of the
curriculum. Students should be mo vated to engage a workload that prepares them for
post-secondary educa on.
Standard: These courses may cons tute academic support, generalized elec ves, or other types
of student enrichment ac vi es.
COURSE LEVELS
Post- Secondary
Pathway

Pacing

Depth

Home
work

Independent
Learning

Selfmotivati
on

Summer
work

Possible
College
Credit

✔

✔

Competitive four-year
Colleges

Intense

✔✔✔

✔✔✔

✔✔

✔✔✔

H

Two/four year
colleges, Technical
Colleges

Fast

✔✔

✔✔

✔

✔✔

CP

Two/four year
colleges, Technical
Colleges

Moderate

✔

✔

✔

✔

AP

Key
✔✔✔ Highest expecta on
✔✔ High expecta on
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✔ Expecta on
ADVANCED PLACEMENT EXAMINATION POLICY
It is Holbrook Middle-High School's policy that enrollment in an Advanced Placement course
requires taking the Advanced Placement Examina on. The AP Examina on is provided by the
CEEB (College Entrance Exam Board) and given by Holbrook Middle-High School in May/June.
Students in an AP course will be expected to pay their exam fee in early spring. Any student who
fails to pay for and/or take the exam will be removed from the AP Course. Colleges to which
he/she has applied will be so informed.
ATTENDANCE
Poor school a endance o en results in poor academic performance and may well cause
diﬃculty in the future. School a endance (absence) is rou nely reported on transcripts sent to
colleges. Please refer to the Student Handbook for addi onal details of the A endance Policy.
PROGRESS REPORTS
Repor ng student progress is an ongoing process and may occur at any me through e-mail,
wri en correspondence, parent/guardian conferences or telephone calls. However, printed
student progress reports will be sent to parent(s)/guardian(s) at the middle of each marking
period describing student progress.
Parent(s)/Guardian(s) should contact teachers at any me if they have ques ons about their
son’s/daughter’s progress. The use of e-mail has typically been the easiest method of
communica on. In addi on to contac ng teachers, the student’s school counselor is a good
source for informa on about program, overall performance, and help in coordina ng a group
conference.
ACCREDITATION STATEMENT
Holbrook Middle-High School is accredited by the New England Associa on of Schools and
Colleges, Inc., a non-governmental, na onally recognized organiza on whose aﬃliated
ins tu ons include elementary schools through collegiate ins tu ons oﬀering postgraduate
instruc on.
Accredita on of an ins tu on by the New England Associa on indicates that it meets or
exceeds criteria for the assessment of ins tu onal quality periodically applied through a peer
group review process. An accredited school or college is one which has available the necessary
resources to achieve its stated purposes through appropriate educa onal programs, is
substan ally doing so, and gives reasonable evidence that it will con nue to do so in the
foreseeable future. Ins tu onal integrity is also addressed through accredita on.
Accredita on by the New England Associa on is not par al but applies to the ins tu on as a
whole. As such, it is not a guarantee of the quality of every course or program oﬀered, or the
competence of individual graduates. Rather, it provides reasonable assurance about the quality
of opportuni es available to students who a end the ins tu on.
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Inquiries regarding the status of an ins tu on’s accredita on by the New England Associa on
should be directed to the administra ve staﬀ of the school or college. Individuals may also
contact the Associa on:
NEW ENGLAND ASSOCIATION OF SCHOOLS AND COLLEGES
209 BURLINGTON ROAD
BEDFORD, MASSACHUSETTS
01730-1433
617-271-0022
NAVIANCE
What is Naviance? Naviance is a comprehensive college and career planning tool that allows
students, parents, and guidance counselors to organize and track the college applica on
process. During the course selec on process in grade 9, with the help of a guidance counselor,
each student will receive his or her unique “registra on code” and be guided through the
process of se ng up an account. The ini al registra on process will include an assessment of
personality type, strengths and weakness, learning style, as well as a list of possible careers,
majors, and prospec ve colleges. Holbrook’s Naviance account is located here:
http://connection.naviance.com/holbrook
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MIDDLE SCHOOL OFFERINGS
ENGLISH COURSES
6100 ENGLISH - GRADE 6
This course is designed to form the solid founda on necessary for success in Grade 6 and
beyond, while cul va ng the natural curiosity of our students and fostering a love of learning.
Students will develop their language skills by strengthening grammar, vocabulary and oral
communica on skills. This course involves the careful reading and discussion of major literary
genres including poetry, non-ﬁc on, drama c literature, the short story, and the novel. In
reading and literature, students will engage in ac ve reading strategies by previewing,
ques oning, predic ng, and evalua ng the text while iden fying evidence to support an
opinion. Wri ng skills will be enhanced through the dra ing of mul paragraph composi on
with clear topic development, logical organiza on, and eﬀec ve use of detail. Rubrics and
scoring guides will be used to aid in the revision of wri en work and to improve the content of
wri en material.
7100 ENGLISH - GRADE 7
This course is designed to form the solid founda on necessary for success in Grade 7 and
beyond. Students will develop their language skills by strengthening grammar, vocabulary and
oral communica on skills. This course involves the careful reading and discussion of major
literary genres including poetry, mythology, non-ﬁc on, drama c literature, the short story, and
the novel. In reading and literature, students will engage in ac ve reading strategies by
previewing, ques oning, predic ng, and evalua ng the text while iden fying evidence to
support an opinion. Wri ng skills will be enhanced through the dra ing of mul paragraph
composi on with clear topic development, logical organiza on, and eﬀec ve use of detail.
Rubrics and scoring guides will be used to aid in the revision of wri en work and to improve the
content of wri en material.
8100 ENGLISH - GRADE 8
This course is designed to provide a founda on for success in the English program. To develop
this founda on, students read classic and contemporary works, apply reading strategies,
develop skills of literary analysis, and broaden their knowledge of literary terms. This course
involves the careful reading and discussion of major literary genres including poetry, nonﬁc on,
drama, the short story, and the novel. To foster a posi ve a tude toward learning and to
support students as they prepare to enter high school, the course will provide instruc on in
cri cal thinking, reading strategies, eﬀec ve study habits as well as grammar and vocabulary
development. Students will be required to complete independent reading in addi on to their
classroom lessons.
HISTORY & SOCIAL STUDIES COURSES
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6200 SOCIAL STUDIES 6 - WORLD GEOGRAPHY
Students will be learning about modern world geography outside of the United States and
North America. The students will be studying physical and poli cal geography using ﬁve major
concepts: loca on, place, human interac on with the environment, movement, and regions.
The class will be moving from con nent to con nent making connec ons to the modern world,
and ﬁnally connec ons to geographical features such as major rivers, and seas to prepare the
students for their study of the ancient world in 7th grade.
7200 SOCIAL STUDIES 7 - ANCIENT CIVILIZATIONS
Seventh graders study the origins of human beings in Africa and the ancient and classical
civiliza ons that ﬂourished in the Mediterranean area. They study the religions, governments,
trade, philosophies, and art of these civiliza ons, as well as the powerful ideas that arose in the
ancient world and profoundly shaped the course of world history.
8200 SOCIAL STUDIES 8 - WORLD HISTORY I
Students will study the development of world civiliza ons a er the fall of the Roman Empire,
making a transi on from the Ancient World they studied in 7th Grade. Students will study the
history of the major en es of the me period, such as the Imperial Chinese dynas es, the rise
of Islamic civiliza on, and the Byzan ne Empire. Students will explore poli cal, economic, and
religious developments of this period, and conﬂicts between them, such as the Crusades.
Finally, students will study the development of democra c and scien ﬁc thought in the major
events and developments of European history.
MATHEMATICS COURSES
6300 MATHEMATICS – GRADE 6
The intent of this course is to con nue to build on the decimal and frac on opera ons begun in
earlier grades as well as to begin building the founda on for future success in the study of
algebra. There are four cri cal areas of focus in this course: (1) connec ng ra o and rate to
whole number mul plica on and division, and using concepts of ra o and rate to solve
problems; (2) comple ng understanding of division of frac ons and extending the no on of
number to the system of ra onal numbers, which includes nega ve numbers; (3) wri ng,
interpre ng, and using expressions and equa ons; and (4) developing understanding of
sta s cal thinking. The instruc on will be rigorous and concentrate on developing par cular
skills as deﬁned by the Common Core Learning Mathema cal Prac ces and Standards. The
quality of work will allow students to gain a deeper understanding of the concepts and become
ﬂuent in the applica on, as well as make connec ons between the theore cal processes and
real world applica ons. Students will concentrate on the following domains: ra os and
propor onal rela onships, the number system, expressions and equa ons, geometry, and
sta s cs.

14

MATHEMATICS – GRADE 7
7300 MATH 7
7306 ACCELERATED MATH 7
Mathematics – Grade 7 con nues the trajectory towards a more formalized understanding of
mathema cs that occurs at the high school level that began in Grade 6. Students extend ra o
reasoning to analyze propor onal rela onships and solve real-world and mathema cal
problems; extend previous understanding of the number system and opera ons to perform
opera ons using all ra onal numbers; apply proper es of opera ons in the context of algebraic
expressions and equa ons; draw, construct, describe, and analyze geometrical ﬁgures and the
rela onships between them; apply understandings of sta s cal variability and distribu ons by
using random sampling, making inferences, and inves ga ng chance processes and probability
models. As in all mathema cs courses, the Mathema cal Prac ce Standards apply throughout
each course and, together with the content standards, prescribe that students experience
mathema cs as a coherent, useful, and logical subject that makes use of their ability to make
sense of problem situa ons. Accelerated Math Grade 7 is for students who have demonstrated
early mastery of concepts and are prepared to tackle more challenging grade 7 and preparatory
grade 8 standards requiring basic abstract mathema cal concepts.
MATHEMATICS – GRADE 8
8300 MATH 8
8302 ALGEBRA I GRADE 8
Mathematics – Grade 8 con nues the trajectory towards a more formalized understanding of
mathema cs that occurs at the high school level that was begun in Grades 6 and 7. Students
extend their understanding of ra onal numbers to develop an understanding of irra onal
numbers; connect ra o and propor onal reasoning to lines and linear func ons; deﬁne,
evaluate, compare, and model with func ons; build understanding of congruence and similarity;
understand and apply the Pythagorean Theorem; and extend their understanding of sta s cs
and probability by inves ga ng pa erns of associa on in bivariate data. As in all mathema cs
courses, the Mathema cal Prac ce Standards apply throughout each course and, together with
the content standards, prescribe that students experience mathema cs as a coherent, useful,
and logical subject that makes use of their ability to make sense of problem situa ons. Algebra I
grade 8 is for students who have demonstrated early mastery of concepts and are prepared to
tackle both grade 8 standards and the more abstract mathema cal concepts of Algebra I skills.
SCIENCE COURSES
6400 SCIENCE 6
The integra on of Earth and space, life, and physical sciences with technology/engineering gives
6th grade students relevant and engaging opportuni es to learn about the natural world around
them. The rela onship between structure and func on in the world around them will be the
central focus of the course. Students will relate structure and func on by analyzing both the
macro- and microscopic world. Topic include Earth features and processes, the role of cells and
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anatomy in suppor ng living organisms, and proper es of materials and waves. Students will
use models and provide evidence to support their claims and explana ons about
structure-func on rela onships.
7400 SCIENCE 7
Students will focus on systems and cycles using their understanding of structures and func ons,
connec ons and rela onships in systems, and ﬂow of ma er and energy developed in earlier
grades. A focus on systems requires students to apply concepts and skills across disciplines,
since most natural and designed systems and cycles are complex and interac ve. They gain
experience with plate tectonics, interac ons of humans and Earth processes, organism systems
to support and propagate life, ecosystem dynamics, mo on and energy systems, and key
technological systems used by society. Through grade 7, students begin a process of moving
from a more concrete to an abstract perspec ve, since many of the systems and cycles studied
are not directly observable or experienced. This also creates a founda on for exploring cause
and eﬀect rela onships in more depth in grade 8.
8400 SCIENCE 8
Students will use more robust abstract thinking skills to explain causes of complex phenomena
and systems. Many causes are not immediately or physically visible to students. An
understanding of cause and eﬀect of key natural phenomena and designed processes allows
students to explain pa erns and make predic ons about future events. Topics include causes of
seasons and des; causes of plate tectonics and weather or climate; the role of gene cs in
reproduc on, heredity, and ar ﬁcial selec on; and how atoms and molecules interact to explain
the substances that make up the world and how materials change. Being able to analyze
phenomena for evidence of causes and processes that o en cannot be seen, and being able to
conceptualize and describe those, is a signiﬁcant outcome for grade 8 students.
EXPLORATORY COURSES
GRADES 6, 7, & 8
COMPUTER SCIENCE DISCOVERIES
6602 CS DISCOVERIES 6
7602 CS DISCOVERIES 7
8602 CS DISCOVERIES 8
Computer Science Discoveries is an introductory computer science survey course targeted at
middle school students. The course takes a wide lens on computer science by covering topics
such as programming, physical compu ng, HTML/CSS, and data. Students are empowered to
create authen c ar facts and engage with CS as a medium for crea vity, communica on,
problem solving, and fun.
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ART
6603 ART - GRADE 6
7603 ART - GRADE 7
8603 ART - GRADE 8
Middle school students will be introduced to techniques that will develop their skills with
various media and demonstrate diﬀerent eﬀects that can be achieved through experimenta on.
Students will learn about color theory and explore and experiment with the use of color in dry
and wet media. They will learn how to Iden fy primary and secondary colors and grada ons of
black, white and gray in the environment and artwork. They will also explore how color can
convey mood and emo on. Students will learn about the elements and principles of art and
iden fy them in the environment and in works of artwork. Students will create artwork from
direct observa on (s ll life lessons), create expressive artwork that explores abstrac on, and
create artwork from memory or imagina on. Students will demonstrate an understanding of
foreground, middleground and background in their artwork.
HEALTH
6601 HEALTH & WELLNESS - GRADE 6
7601 HEALTH & WELLNESS - GRADE 7
8601 HEALTH & WELLNESS - GRADE 8
Students will be introduced to basic wellness concepts. Lessons will stress proper nutri on,
physical ﬁtness, an -bullying, the dangers of drugs and alcohol, non-violent solu ons, posi ve
rela onships, managing stress, and emo onal health.
PHYSICAL EDUCATION
6700 PE - GRADE 6
7700 PE - GRADE 7
8700 PE - GRADE 8
Physical Educa on is designed to provide a founda on for good
health, to encourage maintenance of the body, and to foster the
development of posi ve health care behaviors and habits. Physical
ac vity and ﬁtness focus on individual competence and versa lity in
movement skills as well as understanding body dynamics and
connec ng physical ac vity to lifelong health. Wellness lessons
encourage students to combine ac vity and ﬁtness for a healthy
lifestyle. Topics covered include Motor Skill Development, Fitness,
and Personal and Social Competence. Through repeated prac ce, students acquire and reﬁne a
variety of manipula ve, locomotor, and non-locomotor movement skills and use the principles
of training and condi oning to develop the concept of wellness in their lives.
Proper dress must be worn at all mes when par cipa ng in class. Proper dress is sneakers and
athle c clothes (sweatpants, shorts, long or short sleeve shirts, sweatshirts).
Students are responsible for their own valuables: money, rings, watches, etc. Students should
be sure that valuables are locked in the instructor’s office before class.
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BAND
6800 BAND - GRADE 6
7800 BAND - GRADE 7
8800 BAND - GRADE 8
Band is a course that is open to all students with no audi on requirements. Lessons will focus
on the development of instrument technique, tone produc on, basic music theory, reading of
music, and the blending of individual sounds collabora vely to perform various musical
selec ons. A endance at all performances is a requirement of this course.
CHORUS
6801 CHORUS - GRADE 6
7801 CHORUS - GRADE 7
8801 CHORUS - GRADE 8
Chorus is a course that is open to all students with no audi on requirements. Students will
explore musical styles and historical periods by singing with expression, singing with technical
accuracy, and performing music in four or more parts. They will demonstrate the ability to read
a vocal score and develop audience skills rela ng to listening and responding appropriately in
classroom, rehearsal, and performance se ngs. A en on will be given to developing proper
tone, breath control, vocal range and self-conﬁdence. A endance at all performances is a
requirement of this course.
GRADE 6 EXPLORATORY COURSES
6150 READING - GRADE 6
Students will focus on a variety of ﬁc on and nonﬁc on texts on a pathway to further develop
their reading skills and abili es. A focus on reading comprehension, reading ﬂuency, and
building vocabulary will support academic growth among all content areas. Students will read
various length texts from passages and selec ons to short stories and novels while prac cing
reading strategies.
6620 STEAM - GRADE 6
Science, Technology, Engineering, Art and Math is a hand-on enrichment course designed for
middle school students. The scien ﬁc method and design process will be the central focus of
the course and students will develop problem solving skills by par cipa ng in several
challenges. Using inquiry based learning, students will be given a challenge, a list of materials,
and will be required to design and complete a project.
GRADE 7 EXPLORATORY COURSES
7840 INTRODUCTION TO CERAMICS - GRADE 7
This is an introductory studio class for students to explore the art of ceramics. Emphasis will be
placed on the design elements: line, shape, texture, form and color. Focus will be on hand
building techniques: pinch, coil and slabs. Func onal as well as sculptural applica ons will be
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explored. Glazing techniques will be introduced.
7160 CREATIVE WRITING - GRADE 7
This course is designed in a workshop format where students will learn the process of wri ng,
including MLA forma ng and ci ng works. Students will write original pieces, par cipate in
class cri ques and edit and revise their work. The expecta on is that students will gain
conﬁdence in their ability to write and will beneﬁt from the construc ve input of others. This
course will enable students to experiment with various forms of wri ng as they learn from the
work of contemporary authors of prose and poetry through author cri ques and class
discussions. Students will be expected to compile por olios emphasizing their growth as young
authors.
7150 YOUNG ADULT LITERATURE - GRADE 7
This quarter-long course is an introduc on to the popular genre of young adult literature (YAL).
While YAL is typically published for readers in their youth, many genera ons ﬁnd this genre
appealing and enjoyable. YAL’s content and storylines deal with realis c issues that teens face
everyday, though those problems are some mes combined with unrealis c situa ons, making
for books that are hard to put down.
Throughout this course, students will explore a range of YAL texts and discuss connec ons
between the literature and realis c situa ons. A large por on of class me will be spent reading
and there will be required reading outside of class. There will also be projects, presenta ons,
and assessments in conjunc on with the reading. Students will be expected to par cipate in
class discussions on a regular basis.
7830 DIGITAL LITERACY - GRADE 7
Digital Literacy knowledge, reasoning, and skills are essen al both to prepare students for
personal and civic eﬃcacy in the twenty-ﬁrst century and to prepare and inspire students for
college and career. Students will par cipate in projects and lessons to develop their abili es to
eﬀec vely use and create technology to solve complex problems. These are the new and
essen al literacy skills of the twenty-ﬁrst century.
GRADE 8 EXPLORATORY COURSES
8675 INTRODUCTION TO VIDEO PRODUCTION - GRADE 8
This course is an introductory course that gives students hands-on experience with
collabora on, crea vity and the technology behind the produc on of television for broadcast.
Through demonstra on, lecture, and various skill-building exercises, students will explore
techniques in videography, scriptwri ng, digital edi ng, on-air performance, direc ng, audio
and ligh ng. This is a hands-on course with ac vi es centered on performance and
par cipa on. Students will develop, produce and present their work to the school and
community.
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8501 WORLD CULTURES - GRADE 8
This course will introduce students to people and cultures around the world. Lessons will u lize
videos, the Internet, magazines, and other resources to gain a deeper understanding of people,
cultures, geography, and challenges in diﬀerent regions of the world.
8150 YOUNG ADULT LITERATURE - GRADE 8
This quarter-long course is an introduc on to the popular genre of young adult literature (YAL).
While YAL is typically published for readers in their youth, many genera ons ﬁnd this genre
appealing and enjoyable. YAL’s content and storylines deal with realis c issues that teens face
everyday, though those problems are some mes combined with unrealis c situa ons, making
for books that are hard to put down.
Throughout this course, students will explore a range of YAL texts and discuss connec ons
between the literature and realis c situa ons. A large por on of class me will be spent reading
and there will be required reading outside of class. There will also be projects, presenta ons,
and assessments in conjunc on with the reading. Students will be expected to par cipate in
class discussions on a regular basis.
8830 DIGITAL LITERACY - GRADE 8
Digital Literacy knowledge, reasoning, and skills are essen al both to prepare students for
personal and civic eﬃcacy in the twenty-ﬁrst century and to prepare and inspire students for
college and career. Students will par cipate in projects and lessons to develop their abili es to
eﬀec vely use and create technology to solve complex problems. These are the new and
essen al literacy skills of the twenty-ﬁrst century.
8500 SPANISH I - GRADE 8
This course introduces the Spanish language and its four skill areas: reading, wri ng, speaking,
and listening. Essen al gramma cal structures and vocabulary are presented and prac ced
through various types of crea ve projects. Students will be given opportuni es to discover the
varying cultures of the Spanish speaking world. By the end of this course, students will be able
to speak and understand basic conversa onal Spanish.
ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE COURSES

6951 MS ESL I
This course is designed for students in grades 6-8, and introduces students to the basic
structures and vocabulary of the English language. Addi onal focus is placed on adjus ng to a
new school environment, par cularly for those that are new to the country. Lessons provide
founda onal skills of English through the skills of reading, wri ng, speaking, and listening, o en
prac ced in an interpersonal context. The course provides strategies to advance reading,
listening, and pronuncia on skills. Students improve oral comprehension and learn to write
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complete sentences, a basic paragraph, and short, simple composi ons. Basic conven ons of
grammar and punctua on are stressed to establish strong founda onal skills.
7953 MS ESL II
This course is designed for students in grade 6-8 con nues to build on the basic structures and
vocabulary of the English language. Student will work collabora vely to prac ce the
communica on skills necessary to succeed in a middle school classroom. Lessons provide
expanded skills of English through the skills of reading, wri ng, speaking, and listening. The
course challenges students to expand reading, listening, and pronuncia on skills. Students
improve oral comprehension and learn to write more complex sentences, paragraphs, and
composi ons for academic purposes. Expanded conven ons of grammar and punctua on are
stressed.
8954 MS ESL III
This course is designed for students in grades 6-8 and con nues to provide lessons that enhance
English reading, wri ng, speaking, and listening skills with the goal of developing high level
academic language necessary to succeed in high school. Content is focused to provide supports
to students as they con nue to matriculate into courses with expanded discipline speciﬁc
vocabulary. Lessons are designed to move students towards English language proﬁciency. A
focus is placed on project based learning and curriculum embedded performance assessments,
as students are preparing to apply the language skills they have learned in a variety of se ngs.
SPECIAL EDUCATION COURSES
6910 ENGLISH WORKSHOP 6
7910 ENGLISH WORKSHOP 7
8912 ENGLISH WORKSHOP 8
Prerequisite: Documented area of need within an Individualized Educa on Program (IEP).
Students are provided with small group instruc on to develop reading, wri ng and language
skills. Focus areas will include vocabulary, grammar, essay development and u lizing reading
strategies to enhance comprehension. Selected novels, poems, short stories, speeches, ar cles
and videos will be used.
6905 MATH WORKSHOP 6
7905 MATH WORKSHOP 7
8913 MATH WORKSHOP 8
Prerequisite: Documented area of need within an Individualized Educa on Program (IEP).
Students are provided with small group explicit instruc on to develop mathema cal skills
including calcula on, problem solving, reasoning and applica on. Students will be given
numerous opportuni es to prac ce and develop these skills. Content will include strategies
that can be applied to solve a variety of mathema cal problems.
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6911 READING WORKSHOP 6
7911 READING WORKSHOP 7
8911 READING WORKSHOP 8
Prerequisite: Documented area of need within an Individualized Educa on Program (IEP).
Students are provided with small group instruc on designed to improve reading skills This
course will u lize evidence based approaches such as Orton Gillingham. Students will receive
explicit, intensive instruc on designed to improve reading vocabulary, ﬂuency and
comprehension of a variety of text.
6605 STUDY SKILLS 6
7900 STUDY SKILLS 7
8916 STUDY SKILLS 8
Prerequisite: Documented area of need within an Individualized Educa on Program (IEP).
Students are provided with small group instruc on which address learning needs and IEP goals
and objec ves. This course will aid students in the transi on from sixth to seventh grade. It is
designed to help students develop and learn skills that will enable them to be successful
throughout their academic years. Students work with their own learning styles to increase
comprehension, master listening, improve communica on, note-taking skills and minimize test
anxiety.
Topics include organiza onal strategies, learning styles, goal-se ng, organiza onal strategies,
note-taking, me-management, study methods and test taking strategies. Students will also
receive support and guidance with content-area assignments and will be given the opportunity
to prac ce the strategies they have learned under the supervision of a special educa on
teacher.
MIDDLE SCHOOL LEARNING CENTER PROGRAM
Prerequisite: Documented area of need within an Individualized Educa on Program (IEP).
The Middle School language based program is a substan ally separate program for students
with signiﬁcant learning needs. This structured program provides intensive specially designed
instruc on that is individualized based on students’ needs. Students will develop academic,
communica on, and social skills and will be provided with opportuni es to par cipate in some
general educa on classes such as Art, Physical Educa on and Science.
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HIGH SCHOOL COURSE OFFERINGS

BUSINESS & COMPUTER
TECHNOLOGY DEPARTMENT

0640 BUSINESS TECHNOLOGY I
Grades: 9-12
2.5 Credits
Students will develop technology skills using the Microso Oﬃce Applica ons – Word, Excel,
Access, PowerPoint, and Publisher. Students will perform beginning to intermediate level
ac vi es using these applica ons to solve problems and improve their cri cal thinking skills.
Macros will be introduced, simplifying simple repe ve tasks. Students will con nue to develop
proﬁciency in the use of technology for academic, personal, and business environments.
Intermediate Web Page design using HTML (Hypertext MarkUp Language), CSS (Cascading Style
Sheets), and JavaScript. The skills of Problem Solving, Algorithmic solu ons to a problem, and
the veriﬁca on that an Algorithm is correct will be emphasized. Pseudo Code will be used in the
development of real world Programming Projects. ALICE (Carnegie Mellon) will be used as an
object oriented programming tool. Students will also learn how to create apps for their personal
devices.
0660 EXPLORING COMPUTER SCIENCE
Grades: 9 – 12
5 Credits
Exploring Computer Science is a yearlong course consis ng of 6 units, including: Human
Computer Interac on, Problem Solving, Web Design, Programming, Compu ng and Data
Analysis, and, Robo cs. The course is centered on a framework of both computer science
content and computa onal prac ce, and units u lize a variety of tools and pla orms. Ethical
and social issues in compu ng, and careers in compu ng, are woven throughout the six units.
Students study the responsibili es of so ware users and so ware developers with respect to
intellectual property rights, so ware failures, and the piracy of so ware and other digital
media.
0351 FINANCIAL LITERACY - COLLEGE PREP
Grades: 10 – 12
2.5 Credits
This course exposes students to how the world of business relates to them personally. Major
topics will include: budge ng your paycheck, basic checking and savings accounts, the

23

importance of insurance, the appropriate use of credit, bank services, and short and long term
savings inves ng. Students can expect to learn how to: plan their personal ﬁnances (career
planning, money management, and ﬁnancial planning), map strategies for inves ng their
ﬁnancial resources (fundamentals of inves ng stocks, bonds and mutual funds), protect their
ﬁnances (tax strategies, insurance) and comprehend banking and credit. The premise of this
course is that ci zens cannot be ﬁnancially savvy unless they are educated about the business
environment and strategies available to them.
0675 VIDEO PRODUCTION I
Grades 9-12
5 Credits
A beginner’s course that will introduce students to the crea vity and technology behind the
produc on of television for broadcast. The course is designed to provide students with hands
on learning and historical background in the ﬁelds of video, broadcas ng, and ﬁlm produc on.
Through lectures and various skill-building exercises, students will learn techniques in
videography, scriptwri ng, digital edi ng, on-air performance, direc ng, audio and ligh ng.
This is a hands-on course with ac vi es centered on performance and par cipa on. Technical
proﬁciency in each content area is strongly emphasized. Students who are interested in a
career in broadcast produc on or media communica ons have opportuni es to explore the
many jobs involved in those ﬁelds.
Topics such as research, adver sing, marke ng, and the history of television will also be
included. Students will be required to develop, produce and present their work to the school
and community via H-CAM 12/38. Out of class me project work is required for successful
comple on of this course.
0676 VIDEO PRODUCTION II
Grades 9-12
5 Credits
Prerequisite: Successful comple on of Video Produc on I
This course will pick up where Video Produc on I leaves oﬀ, students will work together to
produce news within the school for video announcements, the Holbrook Hub and Holbrook
High News which airs on HCAM 12/38. Students will receive news assignments that will require
inves ga ve research, script wri ng, organiza on, and interviewing skills. Students will also shi
to longer-format and more sophis cated ﬁeld produc on, including mul ple-camera remote
shoots learning more in depth knowledge of audio and video studio produc on and opera on.
Students will be expected to engage in using advanced video produc on techniques. The course
may also explore making a short ﬁlm as well. Students will be required to assist in the recording
and produc on of school and town events outside of class me. Out of class me project work
is required for successful comple on of this course.
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ENGLISH DEPARTMENT
English classes are designed to foster clear thinking,
though ul discussion, respec ul collabora on, ac ve
listening and the improvement of student wri ng and
reading. Each course provides the opportuni es for students to work with language – as
readers, writers and thinkers. Summer Reading is required of ALL students in ALL English
classes.
Grade

AP Curriculum

College Prep &
Honors Curriculum

Additional Required
Courses

Grade 9
Grade 10
Grade 11

N/A
N/A
AP Language and
Composi on
AP Literature and
Composi on

English 9
English 10
English 11

N/A
N/A
N/A

English 12

Capstone

Grade 12

Graduation Requirement:
All students must pass English 9, 10, 11 and 12. Students who fail English 9 or 10 must master
the course material prior to entering the next course in the sequence. All students in their
senior year take the Capstone course in which each student must complete a Senior Capstone
Project.
English courses are oﬀered at two levels in the freshman and sophomore years. At the eleventh
and twel h grades, an Advanced Placement course is also oﬀered. All students enrolled in AP
courses must take the AP Exam in May (exam cost is $931).
Honors classes require certain academic strengths and habits of mind. Honors level students are
expected to complete a heavy course load that includes, but is not limited to: independent
reading, extensive wri ng and in depth class discussions. Students should demonstrate clear
enjoyment of the wri en language as evidenced through a love of reading and wri ng; the
student should be able to read challenging texts independently and write carefully considered
essays with limited teacher direc on. Students need to be able to reason abstractly and think
symbolically, take responsibility for their learning, and appreciate their important role as
members of a learning community.

1

College Board determines annual fees and are subject to change
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ENGLISH GRADE 9
0101 English 9 College Prep
0100 English 9 Honors
5 Credits
This course is designed to provide a founda on for success in the en re high school English
program. To develop this founda on, students read classic and contemporary works, apply
reading strategies, develop skills of literary analysis, and broaden their knowledge of literary
terms. This course involves the careful reading and discussion of major literary genres including
poetry, nonﬁc on, drama, the short story, and the novel. Some of the core works covered in the
course are Eli Weisel’s Night, William Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet, William Golding’s The
Lord of the Flies and John Steinbeck’s Of Mice and Men. Students compose literary analyses and
expository essays with a clear focus, logically related ideas and suppor ng detail, such as textual
evidence, to uphold their arguments. In wri ng, students work to develop a strong voice and to
integrate literary elements such as ﬁgura ve language, characteriza on, and narra ve structure.
Students will use their knowledge of the standard conven ons of the English language to revise
and edit their work. Students will be encouraged to become ac ve par cipants in the classroom
through students centered discussions and oral presenta ons. To foster a posi ve a tude
toward learning and to support students as they assume responsibility for their progress, the
course will provide instruc on in cri cal thinking, reading strategies, eﬀec ve study habits as
well as grammar and vocabulary development.
Students who elect to study at the Honors level should expect a highly rigorous workload
including more independent reading, more substan al homework and closer scru ny of wri ng
pieces. Honors level students should be comfortable moving from concrete to abstract thinking
both in literature and their own wri ng.
ENGLISH GRADE 10
0111 English 10 College Prep
0110 English 10 Honors
5 Credits
This course is designed to work from and further develop those skills gained in ninth grade.
Focusing on a variety of works of literature, students explore how characters develop through
rela onships and conﬂicts. Among the core works that may be covered during this full year
course are Sophocles’ An gone, William Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar, and Harper Lee’s To Kill a
Mockingbird. Students read, analyze, and write poetry. Students write crea ve and analy cal
essays for each major genre studied, integra ng evidence and quota ons from texts into their
wri ng. As part of the wri ng process, students u lize peer edi ng to extend their essays in
both length and detail. Students maintain a reﬂec ve wri ng por olio to monitor growth as
writers and thinkers. Students con nue to work on building vocabulary, using technology for
research, learning and reviewing grammar fundamentals, public speaking, and understanding
literary elements and genres. Test taking strategies are cul vated to prepare for the English
Language Arts MCAS exam given in the spring of sophomore year.
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Students who elect to study at the Honors level should expect a highly rigorous workload
including more independent reading, more substan al homework and closer scru ny of wri ng
pieces. Honors level students should be comfortable moving from concrete to abstract thinking
both in literature and their own wri ng.
ENGLISH GRADE 11
0121 English 11 College Prep
0120 English 11 Honors
5 Credits
This full year American Literature course is a survey of major American writers from colonial
mes to the modern day. Core works covered include: Nathaniel Hawthorne’s The Scarlet Le er,
Arthur Miller’s The Crucible, F. Sco Fitzgerald’s The Great Gatsby, J.D. Salinger’s Catcher in the
Rye and Ernest Hemingway’s The Sun Also Rises. These works are richly supplemented by
various short stories, poems and essays as teachers emphasize close reading of texts, use of
evidence and detail in wri ng and research. Students explore the essen al ques ons: “What
does it mean to be American?” and “How does the American Dream change over par cular
literary and historical periods?” Students write cri cal and crea ve papers related to each work
studied, broaden their vocabulary to prepare for the PSAT and SAT exams, and learn more
sophis cated sentence structure while working on correct usage and mechanics.
Students who elect to study at the Honors level should expect a highly rigorous workload
including more independent reading, more substan al homework and closer scru ny of wri ng
pieces. Honors level students should be comfortable moving from concrete to abstract thinking
both in literature and their own wri ng.
ENGLISH GRADE 11
0123 Advanced Placement (AP) English Language and Composition
5 Credits
Prerequisite: Recommenda on of sophomore year English teacher and comple on of the AP
Language and Composi on summer assignment. AP students are required to take the fee based
College Board’s Na onal Advanced Placement Language and Composi on exam in May.
AP Language and Composi on is intended for juniors who have demonstrated proﬁciency in
composi on and literary analysis and are ready to engage in college level study of more
sophis cated wri ng and eﬀec ve rhetoric. The course will emphasize an awareness of purpose
and audience, the tolls of eﬀec ve argument, the elements of style, and the use (and misuse) of
language. Although students will read the core texts of the American Literature canon, such as
Nathaniel Hawthorne’s The Scarlet Le er, Arthur Miller’s The Crucible, F. Sco Fitzgerald’s The
Great Gatsby, Ernest Hemingway’s The Sun Also Rises, Tobias Wolﬀ’s This Boy’s Life, Barbara
Ehrenreich’s Nickel and Dimed, Tom Wolfe’s The Right Stuﬀ, and Khaled Hosseini’s The Kite
Runner. Greater emphasis will be given to classic essays, speeches, poli cal tracts, and literary
cri cism from such authors as Ralph Waldo Emerson, Benjamin Franklin, Frederick Douglass,
Henry David Thoreau, Eudora Welty, Malcolm X, Mar n Luther King Jr., Maya Angelou and
beyond. Through close analysis of these texts students will be expected to read deeply, write
analy cally, teach lessons, and frequently par cipate in debates. Students are expected to
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complete weekly wri ng assignments as well as mul ple independent reading assignments.
Students will also enrich their vocabulary in prepara on for the PSAT and SAT exams.
ENGLISH GRADE 12
0131 English 12 College Prep
0130 English 12 Honors
5 Credits
This full year course focuses on Bri sh literature. Students will gain a sense of the similari es
that have driven human beings throughout me, as well as the par cular culture and ar s c
approaches that have emerged from speciﬁc mes and places. Analy cal papers, personal
essays, and presenta ons will give students the opportunity to develop their voices as writers.
Students will read a variety of works that include non-ﬁc on, poetry, ﬁc on and drama such as
Beowulf, Geoﬀrey Chaucer’s The Canterbury Tales, and William Shakespeare’s Macbeth. All
courses will include regular wri ng assignments and a variety of reading experiences. Students
will also focus me on the composi on of the college essay and review the ﬁnal administra on
of the SAT.
ENGLISH GRADE 12
0132 Advanced Placement (AP) English Literature and Composition
5 Credits
Prerequisite: Recommenda on of junior year English teacher and comple on of the AP
Literature and Composi on summer assignment. AP students are required to take the fee based
College Board’s Na onal Advanced Placement Language and Composi on exam in May.
AP Literature and Composi on engages students in the careful reading and close textual
analysis of complex, sophis cated and imagina ve literature. By reading fully and deliberately,
by no ng how meaning is embedded in literary form, students are given the tools to strengthen
their knowledge of literary analysis and to foster a deep apprecia on of literature. The wri ng in
this course challenges the student to argue ideas clearly, precisely and elegantly in essays of
cri cal analysis. The assignments will be predominantly analy cal and will require students to
demonstrate close reading of a text. Some works studied include Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein,
Joseph Heller’s Catch-22, Fyodor Dostoywsky’s Crime and Punishment, and Arthur Miller’s
Death of a Salesman.
0918 ENGLISH WORKSHOP
5 Credits
Prerequisite: Documented area of need within an Individualized Educa on Program (IEP).
Students are provided with small group instruc on to develop reading, wri ng and language
skills. Targeted areas will include vocabulary, grammar, essay development and u lizing reading
strategies to enhance comprehension. Focus will be placed on an integrated model of literacy to
develop reading, wri ng, speaking and listening skills that will help students be er prepare for
college and/or career.
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0685 CAPSTONE - GRADE 12
Required of all Seniors - College Prep
5 Credits
All Seniors will be required to take the Capstone course in addi on to their senior English
Language Arts course. The Capstone Project component of this course is a gradua on
requirement and necessitates that students choose a topic/ﬁeld of study; develop an essen al
ques on to guide inquiry; elect a community mentor within the ﬁeld; complete ﬁeldwork;
produce a thesis-driven research paper; submit and maintain a reﬂec ve por olio; and deliver a
ﬁnal oral presenta on summarizing his or her experience. Students will be guided through the
process of researching, implemen ng, wri ng and presen ng their project to a panel of faculty
and administrators leading students to be able to independently demonstrate the applica on of
the skills they have acquired throughout their high school academic career. Time management,
organiza on, use of technology and communica on skills are needed to successfully meet the
minimum requirement. Students must earn a minimum grade of 65% on both the Capstone
Project and the overall Capstone course to successfully meet the project requirement and to
earn course credit. In addi on to the capstone por on of the course, students will also receive
an introduc on to various communica on and life skills necessary for students to succeed and
thrive upon entering college or the workforce. Topics of study include public speaking,
interviewing skills, resume´ and le er wri ng, career choices, ﬁnancial literacy, and job
shadowing.
HIGH SCHOOL ENGLISH ELECTIVE COURSE OFFERINGS
Elec ve courses are oﬀered to students star ng in their sophomore year of high school. These
are courses outside of the required curriculum that the student can choose to take. These
courses are designed to let students explore their interests or take a class that will introduce
them to an en rely new topic. These classes are designed to s ll challenge the student while
par cipa ng in a topic they love. All course oﬀerings are dependent on enrollment numbers.
Some courses may be oﬀered every other year in an eﬀort to provide a greater variety of
courses to students over a four year period.
0160 Creative Writing - College Prep
2.5 Credits
Semester course
This course is designed in a workshop format where students will learn the process of wri ng,
including MLA forma ng and ci ng works. Students will write original pieces, par cipate in
class cri ques and edit and revise their work. The expecta on is that students will gain
conﬁdence in their ability to write and will beneﬁt from the construc ve input of others. This
course will enable students to experiment with various forms of wri ng as they learn from the
work of contemporary authors of prose and poetry through author cri ques and class
discussions. Students will be expected to compile por olios emphasizing their growth as young
authors.
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0155 Film Studies - College Prep
2.5 Credits
Semester course
This seminar-style course is designed to oﬀer students a look at the director-as-author by
introducing students to a series of directors and watching a representa ve selec on of their
body of work. Students will be given an overview of various epochs in ﬁlmmaking and ﬁlm
cri cism. Students will learn the basic “language” of ﬁlm. In addi on to viewing ﬁlms students
will read and react to cri cal analysis of individual ﬁlms and of ﬁlm movements. Directors
studied may include: D.W. Griﬃth, Fritz Lang, Alfred Hitchcock, Orson Welles, John Huston, Jean
Luc Goddard, Luc Bresson, Michelangelo Antonioni, Sergio Leone, Ingmar Bergman, Roman
Polanski and Francis Ford Coppola. Students will be expected to keep extensive journals and
regular a endance is of utmost importance.
0136 Global Literature - College Prep
2.5 Credits
Semester course
The purpose of this course is to explore literature from a wide variety of cultures from around
the world that are rarely covered in general English classes. Through reading, analyzing, and
responding to an assortment of texts from ancient to modern mes, students will explore and
expand their understanding of the world around them. Topics include coloniza on, cultural
iden ty, gender roles, family life, and social class.
Journalism
0156 Honors
0163 College Prep
2.5 Credits
Semester course
This course introduces students to basic newswri ng and repor ng skills, including interviewing,
researching and fact-checking, and wri ng and repor ng news. This class includes numerous
in-class and out-of-classroom repor ng and wri ng assignments. Students will study the various
elements that make up a newspaper, as well as an examina on of the people involved in the
crea on of a newspaper and a newsroom. Students will learn the pyramid style, hard news vs.
so news, feature wri ng, column wri ng, sports wri ng, and editorial wri ng; and learning
how to put a newspaper/news report together as professionally and eﬀec vely as possible.
Addi onally, students will explore mul media journalism, including documentary journalism
and repor ng in online pla orms, such as basic video produc on, using digital images, and
crea ng audio podcasts.
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNERS

0951 ESL I - College Prep
5 Credits
This course introduces students to the basic structures and vocabulary of the English language.
Lessons provide founda onal skills of English through the skills of reading, wri ng, speaking,
and listening. The course provides strategies to advance reading, listening, and pronuncia on
skills. Students improve oral comprehension and learn to write complete sentences, a basic
paragraph, and short, simple composi ons. Basic conven ons of grammar and punctua on are
stressed to establish strong founda onal skills.
0953 ESL II - College Prep
5 Credits
This course con nues to build on the basic structures and vocabulary of the English language.
Lessons provide expanded skills of English through the skills of reading, wri ng, speaking, and
listening. The course challenges students to expand reading, listening, and pronuncia on skills.
Students improve oral comprehension and learn to write more complex sentences, paragraphs,
and composi ons. Expanded conven ons of grammar and punctua on are stressed.
0954 ESL III & IV - College Prep
5 Credits
This course con nues to provide lessons that enhance English reading, wri ng, speaking, and
listening skills. Content is focused to provide supports to students as they con nue to
matriculate into courses with expanded discipline speciﬁc vocabulary. Lessons are designed to
move students towards English language proﬁciency.
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FINE ARTS DEPARTMENT
The Fine Arts Department of Holbrook Middle-High
School seeks to explore the crea ve and expressive processes that are fundamental to the Arts
and to broaden students’ thinking about communica on and culture.
0800 INTRODUCTION TO ART
Grades: 9 – 12
5 Credits
This course concentrates on the basic skills of pain ng and drawing. Some three-dimensional
work is also included. Students will develop a working knowledge of art terms, the principles of
design, and some art history as it relates to projects introduced. The use of color in ﬁgura ve
and abstract studies will be explored in both two-dimensional and three-dimensional work.
0802 ART II
Grades: 10 – 12
Prerequisite: Introduc on to Art
5 Credits
This course includes the use of various materials in drawing, pain ng, and three-dimensional
work. Many diﬀerent styles and techniques are explored and reproduced. Art history is
included with every project introduced. It aﬀords the opportunity for the average or advanced
student to further reﬁne his/her art.
Suggested Entry Criteria: Art I
0804 STUDIO ART - FY
0805 STUDIO ART - SEMESTER
Grades: 11 – 12
Prerequisite: Art II (minimum grade 80)
2.5 Credits / 5 Credits
This course involves the use of tradi onal art materials for assigned projects as well as the
development of a personal style. Students are encouraged to be crea ve in their approach to
par cular projects and to ini ate projects showcasing their individual skills. Some art history is
introduced as it relates to projects.
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0821 ART PORTFOLIO - FY
0822 ART PORTFOLIO - SEMESTER
Grades: 11 – 12
Prerequisite: Approval of the art teacher
2.5 Credits / 5 Credits
This course is designed for the highly mo vated student interested in the serious study of art.
Flexibility and individual study are encouraged as much as possible using a wide variety of
materials. Drawing, pain ng, and three-dimensional work are included in the program.
Independence, competence, and maturity are the major objec ves for students preparing for
admission to college. Some art history is introduced as it relates to projects. Students build a
por olio over the course of the year.
0840 INTRODUCTION TO CERAMICS
Grades: 9 – 12
2.5 Credits
This is an introductory studio class for students who wish to explore the art of ceramics.
Emphasis will be placed on the design elements: line, shape, texture, form and color. Focus will
be on hand building techniques: pinch, coil and slabs. Func onal as well as sculptural
applica ons will be explored. Glazing techniques will be introduced. There will also be an
introduc on to tradi onal and historical ceramic arts incorporated into the studio experiences.
0851 BAND
Grades 9-12
2.5 Credits
Band is a course that is open to all students with no audi on
requirements. Lessons will focus on the development of instrument
technique, tone produc on, basic music theory, reading of music,
and the blending of individual sounds collabora vely to perform
various musical selec ons. A endance at all performances is a
requirement of this course.
0853 CHORUS
Grades 9-12
2.5 Credits
Chorus is a course that is open to all students with no audi on requirements. Students will
explore musical styles and historical periods by singing with expression, singing with technical
accuracy, and performing music in four or more parts. They will demonstrate the ability to read
a vocal score and develop audience skills rela ng to listening and responding appropriately in
classroom, rehearsal, and performance se ngs. A en on will be given to developing proper
tone, breath control, vocal range and self-conﬁdence. A endance at all performances is a
requirement of this course.
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HISTORY & SOCIAL
SCIENCE DEPARTMENT
Understanding the interrela onship of the past, present and future in a rapidly changing world
is the essence of social studies. To encourage eﬀec ve par cipa on in a society based on the
free exchange of ideas, our courses foster cri cal thinking skills for analyzing informa on and
making informed decisions. As Americans, an understanding of our democra c heritage with its
complex poli cal, economic and social systems is essen al for eﬀec ve ci zenship. We are also
ci zens of the world who must become aware of the connec ons, historical and contemporary,
between America and other na ons. Finally, our courses strive to promote a respect for
individual and cultural diﬀerences in order to increase our understanding of ourselves.

HISTORY & SOCIAL SCIENCE COURSE OFFERING PATHWAY
Grade Level

Course Offerings

Grade 6

World Geography

Grade 7

Ancient Civiliza ons

Grade 8

World History I

Grade 9

World History II

Grade 10

United States History I

Grade 11

US History II
AP US History
Elec ves
AP US History
Elec ves
History & Social Science Elec ves:

Grade 12
Grades 11 and 12

• Criminal Jus ce
• Global Issues
• Psychology
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WORLD HISTORY II
0211 College Prep
0210 Honors
Grades 9
5 Credits
World History, explores the economic and poli cal roots of the modern world, the causes and
consequences of the great military and economic events, and the rise of na onalism and the
con nuing persistence of poli cal, ethnic, and religious conﬂicts around the world. Students
taking the second part of World History will analyze the causes, events, and results of the
French Revolu on; the Industrial Revolu on and its consequences; poli cal reform in the 19th
century in Western Europe and the United States; and imperialism and na onalism in Africa,
Asia and South America. In addi on, the students will explain the causes and consequences of
WWI, the Great Depression, WWII, the Cold War, the 20th century revolu ons in Russia and
China, the rise of modern Japan; Communism, Fascism, and na onalism in Africa, Asia, Europe,
and South America, and the con nuing persistence of poli cal, ethnic and religious strife in Asia,
Africa and the Middle East. All students in World History II H will complete two major projects,
one dealing with European imperialism and one inves ga ng propaganda and totalitarianism,
through a discussion of the novel Animal Farm.
UNITED STATES HISTORY I
0215 US HISTORY I Honors
Prerequisite: Successful comple on of World History II Honors or World History II CP and
teacher recommenda on.
0216 US HISTORY I College Prep
Grade 10
5 Credits
This course will examine the signiﬁcance of major periods of early United States history.
Students will study the causes and consequences of the American Revolu on; the basic
framework of democracy; and the concepts and beliefs that shaped our government. The
course will also focus on America’s westward expansion, the founda on of poli cal par es,
economic and social change, sec onal conﬂict, the Civil War and Reconstruc on.
UNITED STATES HISTORY II
0220 US HISTORY II Honors
Prerequisite: Successful comple on of US History I H or US History I CP and teacher
recommenda on.
0221 US HISTORY II College Prep
Grade 11
5 Credits
The course will begin with the study of the Post-Reconstruc on period such as the
industrializa on that transformed the na on into an urban, industrial society. Students will also
analyze the emergence of modern industry, America’s growing role in diploma c rela ons, the
goals and accomplishments of various reform groups through the New Deal, and America’s
entry into World War II. Finally, students will analyze the consequences of World War II on
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American life, the causes and course of the Cold War, important economic and poli cal changes
during the Cold War, and recent events and trends that have shaped modern-day America.
There will be a focus on reading and analyzing primary source materials, and answering
document-based ques ons.
0223 ADVANCED PLACEMENT UNITED STATES HISTORY (offered odd years)
Grade 11-12
5 Credits
Prerequisite: Teacher Recommenda on and Summer Reading Project. AP students are
required to take the fee based College Board’s Na onal Advanced Placement exam in May.
The Advanced Placement program in American History is for the highly mo vated student and
designed to provide students with the analy cal skills and enduring understandings necessary
to deal cri cally with the problems and materials in United States history. The program prepares
students for intermediate and advanced college courses by making demands upon them
equivalent to those made by full-year introductory college courses. Students should learn to
assess historical materials—their relevance to a given interpre ve problem, their reliability, and
their importance—and to weigh the evidence and interpreta ons presented in historical
scholarship. An AP United States History course should thus develop the skills necessary to
arrive at conclusions on the basis of an informed judgment and to present reasons and evidence
clearly and persuasively in an essay format.
0240 ADVANCED PLACEMENT UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS (offered even
years)

Grade 11-12
5 Credits
Prerequisite: Teacher Recommenda on and Summer Reading Project. AP students are
required to take the fee based College Board’s Na onal Advanced Placement exam in May.
The course in Advanced Placement United States Government and Poli cs will give students an
analy cal perspec ve on government and poli cs in the United States. This course includes
both the study of general concepts used to interpret U.S. Government and poli cs and the
analysis of speciﬁc examples. It also requires familiarity with the various ins tu ons, groups,
beliefs, and ideas that cons tute U.S. government and poli cs. The following are discussion
topics that will be explored in the course; cons tu onal underpinnings of United States
Government, poli cal beliefs and behaviors, poli cal par es, interest groups, and mass media,
ins tu ons of na onal government, public policy, and civil rights and civil liber es.
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SOCIAL STUDIES ELECTIVES - GRADES 11 & 12
0250 CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND THE LAW - COLLEGE PREP
0256 CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND THE LAW - HONORS
2.5 Credits
This course is a study of the basics and philosophy of the criminal jus ce system. Topics include
the deﬁni on of crime, crime scene inves ga on, the nature and impact of crime, an overview
of the criminal jus ce system, law enforcement, court system, prosecu on and defense, trial
process, and correc ons. The students will play ac ve roles in several mock trials and
simula ons during the course.
0243 GLOBAL ISSUES I - COLLEGE PREP
2.5 Credits
Global Issues is a one semester course to familiarize students with the world around them.
Students will examine na onal and interna onal issues and how those issues directly impact
them. Students will be challenged to defend their opinions. Through readings, discussions,
debates, and research students will learn how to cra well-reasoned opinions grounded by
using factual informa on. As current news is always changing, some of the topics will be chosen
by what is happening in the world or by the interest of the students.
0251 PSYCHOLOGY - COLLEGE PREP
2.5 Credits
This course is designed to examine the role psychology plays in students’ daily lives. Students
will uncover a variety of issues rela ng to thoughts, feelings and ac ons. Diﬀerent viewpoints
of human behavior will be explored in order to help students acquire an understanding of
personality and adjustment. Areas of study will include: Personality Theories, Human Growth
& Development, Learning, Intelligence, Abnormal Behavior, and Therapy.
0257 HOLOCAUST, GENOCIDE & HUMAN RIGHTS - COLLEGE PREP
Grades 9-12
2.5 Credits/Semester
The 20th century saw mul ple governments wage war on vulnerable minority groups within
their borders. In this course, we will study examples of major genocides from the past hundred
years; such as the Holocaust, Yugoslavia, and Rwanda. Through these studies we will ask how
groups of people become marginalized, how people become perpetrators, bystanders or
resisters, and how socie es try to reform a er a genocide has concluded.
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MATHEMATICS DEPARTMENT
The goal of the mathema cs program in Holbrook is to teach
mathema cs for understanding and apprecia on. To achieve this goal,
we employ the following mathema cal processes: problem solving,
reasoning and proof, oral and wri en communica on, connec ons within the discipline/across
the disciplines/to the real world, and the use of mul ple representa ons.
The mathematics department expects all students to purchase a scientific calculator for
mathematics courses. Students in courses beyond Geometry should have their own graphing
calculator for use in their mathematics classes. Although we can provide some for use in the
classroom, we expect each student to have his or her own personal graphing calculator for use
at home and on cri cal tests. It is important to note that the graphing calculator is permi ed
for use on the MCAS, PSAT, SAT, SAT II, AP, and ACT exams. The TI-84, TI-83 Silver Edi on or
TI-83+ will be suﬃcient. High school teachers will use these models during classroom
instruc on.
High school mathema cs courses are oﬀered as either College Preparatory (CP) or Honors (H).
CP courses are courses based on the 2011 Massachuse s Mathema cs Frameworks and are
aimed to prepare a student for college or career op ons. Honors courses are based on the
same high school frameworks, but are more in-depth, faster paced, challenging and expect
students to be more focused, self-disciplined, and prepared speciﬁcally for 4-year colleges or
universi es. Advanced Placement courses are courses u lizing college materials, college
assessment methods, and na onally mandated curriculum to prepare students for the AP exam
in May.

ALGEBRA I
0304 Honors
Prerequisites: For honors, 80 or greater in 8th Grade Mathematics and teacher recommendation
0311 College Prep
5 Credits
Prerequisites: For CP, successful completion of 8th Grade Mathematics
Algebra I formalizes and extends the mathema cs students learned in the middle grades. In
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Algebra I, instruc onal me will focus on four cri cal areas: (1) deepening and extending
understanding of linear and exponen al rela onships; (2) contras ng linear and exponen al
rela onships with each other and engaging in methods for analyzing, solving, and using
quadra c func ons; (3) extending the laws of exponents to square and cube roots; and (4)
applying linear models to data that exhibit a linear trend. Absolute value and step func ons
will also be presented for study. The Mathema cal Prac ce Standards apply throughout each
course and, together with the content standards, prescribe that students experience
mathema cs as a coherent, useful, and logical subject that makes use of their ability to make
sense of problem situa ons.
GEOMETRY
0312 Honors
Prerequisites: For honors, 80 or greater in Algebra I, at least proficient on Grade 8 Mathematics
MCAS, and teacher recommendation
0313 College Prep
Prerequisites: For CP, successful completion of Algebra I
5 Credits
Geometry formalizes and extends students’ geometric experiences from the middle grades. In
this high school Geometry course, students explore more complex geometric situa ons and
deepen their explana ons of geometric rela onships, presen ng and hearing formal
mathema cal arguments. Six cri cal areas comprise the Geometry course: (1) establish criteria
for congruence of triangles based on rigid mo ons; (2) establish criteria for similarity of
triangles based on dila ons and propor onal reasoning; (3) informally develop explana ons of
circumference, area, and volume formulas; (4) apply the Pythagorean Theorem to the
coordinate plane; (5) prove basic geometric theorems; and (6) extend work with probability.
The Mathema cal Prac ce Standards apply throughout each course and, together with the
content standards, prescribe that students experience mathema cs as a coherent, useful, and
logical subject that makes use of their ability to make sense of problem situa ons.
ALGEBRA II
0315 Honors
Prerequisites: For honors, 80 or greater in Algebra 1 H and Geometry H and teacher
recommendation
0314 College Prep
Prerequisites: For CP, successful completion of Algebra 1 and Geometry
5 Credits
Algebra II builds on work with linear, quadra c, and exponen al func ons and allows for
students to extend their repertoire of func ons to include polynomial, ra onal, and radical
func ons. Algebra II will focus on four cri cal areas: (1) rela ng the arithme c of ra onal
expressions to the arithme c of ra onal numbers; (2) expanding understandings of func ons
and graphing to include trigonometric func ons; (3) synthesizing and generalizing func ons and
extending understanding of exponen al func ons to logarithmic func ons; and (4) rela ng data
display and summary sta s cs to probability and explore a variety of data collec on methods.
Students will work closely with the expressions that deﬁne the func ons, and con nue to
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expand and hone their abili es to model situa ons and to solve equa ons, including solving
quadra c equa ons over the set of complex numbers and solving exponen al equa ons using
the proper es of logarithms. The Mathema cal Prac ce Standards apply throughout each
course and, together with the content standards, prescribe that students experience
mathema cs as a coherent, useful, and logical subject that makes use of their ability to make
sense of problem situa ons.
PRE-CALCULUS
0317 Honors
Prerequisites: For Honors, 85 or greater in Algebra II and teacher recommendation
0316 College Prep
Prerequisites: For CP, successful completion of Algebra II
5 Credits
Pre-Calculus combines coursework in Trigonometry and advanced mathema cal topics to
prepare students for AP Calculus or other mathema cs courses at the college level. The
founda ons of algebra and func ons developed in previous courses will be extended to new
func ons, including exponen al, logarithmic, ra onal, and trigonometric func ons, and to conic
sec ons and higher-level sequences and series. The course provides students with the skills and
understandings that are necessary for advanced manipula on of angles and measurement.
Students will also advance their understanding of imaginary numbers through an inves ga on
of complex numbers and polar coordinates. The course is designed for students who expect
math to be a major component of their future college and career experiences, and as such it is
designed to provide students with strong founda ons for calculus and other higher-level math
courses.
0332 ADVANCED MATHEMATICAL DECISION MAKING AND MODELING
College Prep
5 Credits
Prerequisites: Successful completion of Algebra II and teacher
recommendation
This course is designed as a fourth-year mathema cs course that will focus on the Common
Core Standards for Mathema cal Prac ce. A variety of real-world applica ons will be examined
using a modeling focus. The course is appropriate for students who are likely to take a college
algebra course but who may not be planning to study calculus in college. The course
emphasizes sta s cs and ﬁnancial applica ons and it prepares students to use algebra,
geometry, trigonometry, and discrete mathema cs to model a range of situa ons and solve
problems. The modeling focus will prepare students to use mathema cs skills and quan ta ve
approaches to problem solving in various disciplines.
0341 CALCULUS AB, ADVANCED PLACEMENT
AP Calculus (AB)
5 Credits
Prerequisites: 80 or greater in Pre-Calculus or 90 or greater in Algebra II H AND teacher
recommendation. AP students are required to take the fee based College Board’s Na onal
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Advanced Placement exam in May.
Calculus AB, Advanced Placement is a course based on content established by the College
Board. Calculus AB is primarily concerned with developing the students’ understanding of the
concepts of calculus and providing experience with its methods and applica ons. The course
emphasizes a mul -representa onal approach to calculus, with concepts, results, and problems
being expressed graphically, numerically, analy cally, and verbally. The connec ons among
these representa ons also are important. Topics include: func ons, graphs, and limits;
deriva ves; and integrals. Technology should be used regularly by students and teachers to
reinforce the rela onships among the mul ple representa ons of func ons, to conﬁrm wri en
work, to implement experimenta on, and to assist in interpre ng results. A comprehensive
descrip on of this course can be found on the College Board AP Central web page at:
h p://apcentral.collegeboard.com/apc/public/repository/ap-calculus-course-descrip on.pdf
0342 CALCULUS BC, ADVANCED PLACEMENT
AP Calculus (BC)
5 Credits
Prerequisites: 80 or greater in AP Calculus AB and teacher recommendation. AP students are
required to take the fee based College Board’s Na onal Advanced Placement exam in May.
Calculus BC, Advanced Placement is a course based on content established by the College
Board. Calculus BC is primarily concerned with developing the students’ understanding of the
concepts of calculus and providing experience with its methods and applica ons. The course
emphasizes a mul -representa onal approach to calculus, with concepts, results, and problems
being expressed graphically, numerically, analy cally, and verbally. The connec ons among
these representa ons also are important. Topics include: func ons, graphs, and limits;
deriva ves; integrals; and polynomial approxima ons and series. Technology should be used
regularly by students and teachers to reinforce the rela onships among the mul ple
representa ons of func ons, to conﬁrm wri en work, to implement experimenta on, and to
assist in interpre ng results. A comprehensive descrip on of this course can be found on the
College Board AP Central Course Descrip on web page at:
h p://apcentral.collegeboard.com/apc/public/repository/ap-calculus-course-descrip on.pdf.
0916 MATH WORKSHOP
5 Credits
Prerequisite: Documented area of need within an Individualized Educa on Program (IEP).
Students are provided with small group explicit instruc on to develop mathema cal skills
including calcula on, problem solving, reasoning, and applica on. Students will have the
opportunity to develop academic skills needed to provide a solid founda on for future math
courses and progress toward grade-level Mathema cs. Focus will be placed on Mathema cal
Prac ces as described in the Massachuse s Curriculum Frameworks.
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SCIENCE DEPARTMENT
The goal of the science department at HMHS is to support all students in
a aining scien ﬁc literacy – “the knowledge and understanding of scien ﬁc
concepts and processes required for personal decision making, par cipa on in civic and cultural
aﬀairs, and economic produc vity.” To graduate from HMHS, students must take three years of
science. Two of these years must include physical science and biology. A er taking biology,
students may take chemistry, or a science elec ve. Selec ve colleges expect students to take
addi onal science courses in chemistry and physics. In addi on, students planning on careers in
engineering, chemistry, medicine, or any other science ﬁeld should include a year of both
chemistry and physics in their four-year sequence. All science courses include laboratory
experiences.
Students take the Introductory Physics Massachuse s Comprehensive Assessment System
(MCAS) science test near the end of the 9th grade. Passing is required to meet state and local
gradua on requirements. If a student does not pass the Introductory Physics MCAS a er 9th
grade, but has passed the physical science course, he or she will move on to Biology and take
the Biology MCAS at the end of the 10th grade.
SCIENCE COURSE OFFERINGS
Grade Level
Grade 9
Grade 10
Grades 11 and 12

Course Offerings
Intro to Physical Science (required)-Honors & College
Prep
semester elec ve may be possible
Biology (required)-Honors & College Prep
semester elec ve may be possible
Chemistry (recommended)-Honors & College Prep
Elec ves: (May be oﬀered every other year)
• Advanced Placement Biology
• Anatomy and Physiology
• Biotechnology and Advanced Scien ﬁc Research
• Forensics
• Marine Science
• Technology and Engineering
• Honors Physics
• AP Environmental Science
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PHYSICAL SCIENCE COURSE OFFERINGS
INTRODUCTION TO PHYSICAL SCIENCE
0423 Honors
Grade 9
5 Credits
Prerequisite: Successful comple on of eighth grade science and a teacher recommenda on.
This is an honors level course for ninth grade students with a strong interest and ability in
science and mathema cs. The course is designed to introduce students to the rela onships that
exist between ma er and energy. Through meaningful problem-solving and laboratory
inves ga ons, students will apply physical laws in order to become aware of the strong
rela onship between science and technology and between the process and product of science.
Areas of concentra on will include mo on, forces, conserva on laws, heat, electricity and
magne sm, waves, and light and sound. Students will be prepared to successfully complete the
Introductory Physics MCAS test.
INTRODUCTION TO PHYSICAL SCIENCE
0424 - College Prep
Grade 9
5 Credits
This course is designed to introduce students to the rela onships that exist between ma er and
energy. Through meaningful problem-solving and laboratory inves ga ons, students will apply
physical laws in order to become aware of the strong partnership between science and
technology and between the process and product of science. Areas of concentra on will include
mo on, forces, conserva on laws, heat, electricity and magne sm, waves, and light and
sound. This course includes a wide variety of laboratory demonstra ons and ac vi es. Students
will be prepared to successfully complete the Introductory Physics MCAS test.

BIOLOGY COURSE OFFERINGS
BIOLOGY
0403 - Honors
Grade 10
5 Credits
Prerequisite: Successful comple on of Honors Physical Science or CP Physical Science, and a
teacher recommenda on.
Students in Honors Biology encounter the principles of biology through scien ﬁc inquiry and
laboratory inves ga on. The course encompasses the molecular, cellular, organismal, and
ecological aspects of the living world. Topics include the chemistry of living systems, cell growth
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and the associa on between cellular structure and func on, photosynthesis and cellular
respira on, classical and modern gene cs, biodiversity and evolu on, human organ systems,
and the rela onships between organisms in the environment. Methods used by the great
scien sts of the me are reviewed to help establish induc ve and deduc ve applica ons in a
laboratory environment. Students will complete approximately thirty laboratory exercises some
of which require formal laboratory reports, as well as a half-year in-depth research paper and
presenta on. Incoming students are required to choose a book for summer reading and to write
a report.
BIOLOGY
0404 - College Prep
Grade 10
5 Credits
This course emphasizes the molecular, cellular, organismal and ecological aspects of the living
world. Special emphasis is placed on characteris cs or organisms, evolu on of life, principles of
heredity, molecular gene cs, and the dynamics or ecosystems. Students complete
approximately twenty laboratory exercises some of which require formal lab reports. Reading
and wri ng assignments will include ar cles from science journals and magazines, and students
will research and do a project on a topic in modern biology each quarter.

CHEMISTRY COURSE OFFERINGS
CHEMISTRY
0405 - Honors
Grades 11 and 12
5 Credits
Prerequisite: Successful comple on of Honors Biology or CP
Biology and a teacher recommenda on.
This course is designed for students with a strong interest in science and who demonstrate a
high level of mathema cal competency. The course covers, in detail, a broad range of topics and
is thus geared toward the highly mo vated student who can manage the pace and academic
rigor of the course. Honors Chemistry is a laboratory and wri ng intensive course. Students who
take this course will be prepared for introductory college chemistry and for the
SAT II subject ma er test in chemistry.
CHEMISTRY
0406 - College Prep
Grades 11 and 12
5 Credits
This chemistry course oﬀers students a rigorous course in modern chemistry, but at a more
moderate pace than Honors Chemistry. Students in this course will have more me to review
concepts, including mathema cal calcula ons, than Honors Level Chemistry students. The
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course is laboratory intensive with emphasis on qualita ve and quan ta ve experiments. Topics
covered will conform to the Massachuse s State Frameworks for
Chemistry and will prepare students for undergraduate General
Chemistry.

SCIENCE DEPARTMENT ELECTIVE OFFERINGS
PHYSICS
0470 - Honors
Grade 12
5 Credits
Prerequisite: Successful comple on of Biology and Chemistry along with a recommenda on of
the Science Department
Physics at the Honors level is an in-depth inves ga on of the fundamental topics of Physics.
Topics that may be explored are: mechanics, thermodynamics, waves and op cs, magne sm,
and electricity. Students are expected to gain a deep understanding of key theories and
concepts and be able to independently apply them in new and real-world situa ons. Students
are expected to enter the class with a strong understanding of mathema cal principles, as the
class will focus on using these mathema cal skills to understand physics concepts. Class me
will be devoted to problem solving and laboratory exercises, allowing students’ opportunity to
develop an understanding so that they can apply Physics concepts to real life situa ons. This
course will be helpful to students that plan on pursuing a future degree in the ﬁeld of
engineering.
0450 ADVANCED PLACEMENT BIOLOGY
Grades 11 and 12
5 Credits
Prerequisite: Grade of 80 or be er in Biology Honors or 90 or be er in Biology CP or teacher
recommenda on. AP students are required to take the fee based College Board’s Na onal
Advanced Placement exam in May.
This course is designed to prepare students for the AP Biology exam focused on Botany,
microbiology, biochemistry, gene cs and invertebrate zoology. The course is designed to oﬀer
an introductory college science experience and meet the requirements of the College Board.
The College Board has approved the curricula and the college textbooks for these courses. A
comprehensive descrip on of this course can be found on the College Board AP Central Course
Descrip on web page at:
h p://apcentral.collegeboard.com/apc/public/repository/AP_BiologyCED_Eﬀec ve_Fall_2012_lkd.pdf

0407 ANATOMY AND PHYSIOLOGY - Honors
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Grades 11 and 12
5 Credits
This course will examine human anatomy and physiology focusing on human organ systems.
Speciﬁcally, this course will explore the study of structure and func on the integumentary,
skeletal, muscular, nervous systems, endocrine, cardiovascular, lympha c/immune, respiratory,
diges ve, urinary, and reproduc ve systems. Common diseases associated with each system will
also be covered. Labs include microscopy and dissec ons.
0408 BIOTECHNOLOGY AND ADVANCED SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH
College Prep
Grades 11 & 12
2.5 Credits
Prerequisite: Successful comple on of Biology so they have an understanding of the topics
covered in the course.
This course introduces students to the fundamental concepts of biotechnology. It is designed to
acquaint students with not only the classical pa erns of inheritance but also with present
ﬁndings in molecular gene cs. Laboratory experiments will provide opportuni es for hands-on
demonstra on of the concepts and theories of gene cs and biotechnology. Students will also
conduct advanced research in an area of biotechnology and organize the research into a
properly forma ed APA scien ﬁc research paper. Course will be designed and structured to
provide students interested in pursuing a science major in college the skills required to be
successful.
0422 FORENSIC SCIENCE - College Prep
Grades 11 and 12
2.5 Credits
Forensic Science is mul disciplinary. Topics are drawn from content in chemistry, physics,
biology, This course is focused on forensics including topics such as the study of hair, ﬁbers and
tex les, pollen and spore examina on, ﬁngerprints, blood and blood spa er, DNA
ﬁngerprin ng, and handwri ng analysis, forgery and counterfei ng. This lab-based course will
also include discussions and presenta ons. Applied technology and mathema cs are integral
course components. Students develop their observa onal, analy cal, and organiza onal skills in
working with complex problems involving numerical data, evidence, and logical reasoning.
0415 MARINE SCIENCE - College Prep
Grades 11 & 12
2.5 Credits
The course will provide an overview of the ocean environment with an emphasis on the
interrela onship of the sub disciplines of ocean sciences. This course will focus on the
importance of the oceans to human beings as well as the impact of human ac vi es on the
oceans. Material covered: the forma on and structure of their basins (con nental margins,
deep abyssal plains, ridges and trenches, sediments); the physical descrip on of their surface
(waves, and des) and of seawater (physical proper es, iden ﬁca on of water masses based on
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density); the geochemistry of seawater (salinity, dissolved and par culate ma er, nutrient
cycles, par culate ﬂuxes and sedimenta on); the general oceanic circula on pa erns (ﬂuxes of
energy at the ocean-atmosphere interface, thermohaline circula on); marine ecosystems and
an introduc on to the organisms of the sea.
0430 TECHNOLOGY AND ENGINEERING - College Prep
Grades 11 and 12
5 Credits
The course will introduce students to the engineering process and incorporate the engineering
model to projects, labs and class work. The ini al focus of the course will be to expose students
to the design process, research analysis, teamwork, communica on methods, global and human
impacts, engineering standards and technical documenta on. Students will create 2D models
using scale measurement and standard dra ing techniques as well as ortho and iso drawings.
The course will show proper design technique using CAD so ware and create simple 3D
structures with varia ons and render pictures to be viewed. Course work will expose students
to every day and unique engineering problem where they will work in teams using engineering
and scien ﬁc concepts. The course curriculum will develop problem solving skills and apply their
knowledge of research and design to create solu ons to various challenges. The ﬁnal part of
this course incorporates all prior engineering knowledge applied to a robo c system. This will
be in the form of a group project using all types of communica on, research, data collec on to
increase student understanding and involvement in the project.
0435 ADVANCED PLACEMENT ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE
Grades 11 and 12
5 Credits
Prerequisite: Successful comple on of high school level biology course and recommenda on
by science teacher. AP students are required to take the fee based College Board’s Na onal
Advanced Placement exam in May.
The goal of this course is to provide students with the scien ﬁc principles, concepts,
and
methodologies to understand the interrela onships of the natural world. You will learn to
iden fy and analyze environmental problems both natural and human-made, to evaluate the
risks associated with these problems and examine alterna ve solu ons for resolving and/or
preven ng them. The course is designed to oﬀer an introductory college science experience to
meet the requirements of the College Board. A comprehensive descrip on of this course can
be found on the College Board AP Central Course Descrip on web page at:
h p://apcentral.collegeboard.com/apc/public/courses/teachers_corner/2128.html
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WORLD LANGUAGE DEPARTMENT
All students should become proﬁcient in at least one language in addi on to English by the me
they graduate from high school. Successful comple on of at least two years of sequen al
language study will be necessary for a student to receive a high school diploma. All sequen al
courses must be taken at Holbrook Middle High School. Neither curriculum programs nor credits
from outside sources or ins tu ons will be accepted for par al fulﬁllment of the language
sequence (except credits from students transferring from approved accredited high schools).
Students selec ng honors and AP courses, especially in grades 11 and 12, will need to take
special care in choosing their annual academic programs in order to avoid the conﬂicts that
some mes make the scheduling of such courses diﬃcult. Students on an IEP may be waived
from this gradua on requirement with parental no ﬁca on of such a request, in wri ng, to the
building principal.
0500 SPANISH I - College Prep
Grades 9-12
5 Credits
This course introduces the Spanish language and its four skill areas: reading, wri ng, speaking,
and listening. Essen al gramma cal structures and vocabulary are presented for memoriza on.
Cultural, historical, and tradi onal aspects of Spanish-speaking countries will be highlighted.
0501 SPANISH II - College Prep
Grades 9-12
5 Credits
Prerequisite: Successful comple on of Spanish I
Spanish II con nues the work of Spanish I, ensuring that students acquire a basic competency in
all four language skills. Students entering Spanish II must demonstrate an ability to converse
brieﬂy on a variety of topics in Spanish. Progressive acquisi on of speaking, reading, and
wri ng skills is stressed with more emphasis on oral skills in higher-level classes. Students are
expected to commit to memory essen al gramma cal structures and vocabulary, as well as
demonstrate the ability to write a paragraph in Spanish incorpora ng skills such as exchanging
opinions, and expressing feelings and emo ons.
0502 SPANISH III - Honors
0520 SPANISH III - College Prep
Grades 10-12
5 Credits
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Prerequisite: Successful comple on of Spanish II Honors; Students must demonstrate an ability
to speak, read, write and understand various topics in Spanish. They must be able to deal with
such topics as expressing emo ons, obtaining informa on, exchanging opinions and making
sugges ons, all of which will be done in the present, past and future tenses.
Students will con nue the formal study of grammar, con nue to prac ce reading for
comprehension, and further develop wri ng skills. This course will be conducted largely in
Spanish. Supplementary videos for listening comprehension are presented throughout the year.
The students will further their knowledge of the customs and culture of Spanish-speaking
countries.
0503 SPANISH IV - College Prep
Grades 11 and 12
5 Credits
Prerequisite: Successful comple on of Spanish III and teacher recommenda on. Students must
be able to speak, read, comprehend and write in Spanish on topics which involve describing
past and future events and ac vi es. They must display typical skills such as asking for and
giving direc ons, expressing feelings and opinions, giving commands and telling what would
happen under certain circumstances.
Selected topics of grammar are reviewed and expanded to reinforce the four basic language
skills. Short stories, poems, and excerpts from selected authors provide the material for
discussion and composi on in this course. Students are introduced to the history, art, and
socio-poli cs of various Hispanic countries. The course is conducted largely in Spanish.
0506 AP LANGUAGE AND CULTURES - SPANISH
Grades 11 and 12
5 Credits
Prerequisite: Successful comple on of Spanish IV or teacher recommenda on
This course is designed to oﬀer students the opportunity to learn language arts skills through
dual immersion. With a mix of na ve English speakers and na ve Spanish speakers, students will
serve as models and supports for their peers in acquiring skills in their target language. While
the grammar of English and Spanish will be explored, the content of the course will focus
primarily on studying the Americas through the humani es. By the "Americas" we refer to the
complex rela onships and connec ons between La n America, the United States, and the
Caribbean. The history, arts, literature, and culture of this region will serve as the basis of this
class.
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WELLNESS DEPARTMENT
According to Massachuse s State Law, all students
must enroll in Physical Educa on each year. Students
may only take one semester of Physical Educa on per
year. Students are required to a end and par cipate in
all physical educa on classes unless excused for
medical reasons documented by a physician or parent and with the approval of the principal or
physical educa on instructor. The physical educa on instructor will honor a wri en parental
excuse for only one class period. A wri en parental excuse for absences, not exceeding two
weeks’ classes, must be approved by the administra on before the student reports to physical
educa on class. This must be done before school in the morning. The approved note must
then be presented to the instructor when the student reports to class. A medical excuse signed
by a physician is required for all excused absences exceeding two weeks’ classes. It must be
presented to the school nurse and signed before being presented to the physical educa on
instructor.
Proper dress must be worn at all mes when par cipa ng in class. Proper dress is sneakers and
athle c clothes (sweatpants, shorts, long or short sleeve shirts, sweatshirts).
Students are responsible for their own valuables: money, rings, watches, etc. Students should
be sure that valuables are locked in the instructor’s office before class.
0750 PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Grades 9-12
2.5 Credits/Semester
Physical Educa on is designed to provide a founda on for
good health, to encourage maintenance of the body, and to
foster the development of posi ve health care behaviors and
habits. Physical ac vity and ﬁtness focus on individual
competence and versa lity in movement skills as well as
understanding body dynamics and connec ng physical ac vity
to lifelong health. Wellness lessons encourage students to
combine ac vity and ﬁtness for a healthy lifestyle. Topics
covered include Motor Skill Development, Fitness, and
Personal and Social Competence. Through repeated prac ce, students acquire and reﬁne a
variety of manipula ve, locomotor, and non-locomotor movement skills and use the principles
of training and condi oning to develop the concept of wellness in their lives.
0712 HEALTH & WELLNESS
Grades 9-12
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2.5 Credits
Health & Wellness emphasizes the importance of knowledge, a tudes, and prac ces rela ng to
personal health and wellness. It is a course designed to expose students to a broad range of
issues and informa on rela ng to the various aspects of personal health, which include the
physical, social, emo onal, intellectual, and environmental aspects. Topics of explora on
include, but are not limited to: nutri on, physical ﬁtness, healthy rela onships and repor ng,
stress, weight management.

VIRTUAL HIGH SCHOOL

0980 VIRTUAL HIGH SCHOOL
Holbrook collaborates with VHS to expand course oﬀerings, meet diverse student learning
interests and needs by oﬀering a catalog of unique courses. These courses overcome student
scheduling challenges by oﬀering any me, anywhere online courses yet oﬀer small class sizes
and low student to teacher ra os. Students are able to engage in unique collabora on
opportuni es with peers from around the world. For the most up-to-date catalog, refer to the
VHS website at h p://www.govhs.org.
Note: There is an internal applica on process, which begins in March of the previous academic
year. The curriculum stream is the equivalent of an Advanced/Honors Level course in the
expecta ons for independence and rigor.
Sample Course Oﬀerings through VHS include:
●

●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

AP® Art History
AP® Economics
AP® Government & Poli cs: U.S.
AP® Psychology
AP® Sta s cs
101 Ways to Write a Short Story
Animal Behavior and Zoology
Astronomy Principals
Chemicals of Civiliza on

●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Cons tu onal Law
Genes and Disease
Kindergarten Appren ce Teacher
La n
Oceanography
Personal Finance
Pre-Veterinary Medicine
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OTHER COURSE OPPORTUNITIES
0703 TEACHER AIDE
0734 WORK STUDY
0661 DIRECTED ACADEMICS HS
0977 SCIENCE THRU COOKING
0904 ACADEMIC SUPPORT AND SKILLS CENTER
Prerequisite: Documented area of need within an Individualized Educa on Program (IEP)

Students are provided with small group instruc on which address learning needs and IEP goals and
objec ves. This course is designed for students who need study, review, test-taking and assistance with
homework and classwork in order to be successful in their high school classes. Students will review
concepts being taught in core academic subjects while learning skills that will enable them to be
successful in a post-secondary environment. They will prac ce the strategies they have learned under
the supervision of a special educa on teacher to be able to apply those skills to other academic classes.
Topics include eﬀec vely taking notes, studying for tests, organizing materials, managing me,
comple ng long-term assignments and projects, researching career and college op ons, resume wri ng
and comple ng job applica ons.

PROJECT STRIVE
Prerequisite: Documented area of need within an Individualized Educa on Program (IEP).
The High School Life Skills Program is a substan ally separate program for students with
signiﬁcant learning needs. Students in this program learn academic skills, daily living skills,
voca onal skills, communica on skills and social skills to prepare for life a er high school.
Students will a end community-based ac vi es in order to prac ce and apply learned skills in a
real world se ng.
HIGH SCHOOL LEARNING CENTER PROGRAM
Prerequisite: Documented area of need within an Individualized Educa on Program (IEP).
The High School language based program is a substan ally separate program for students with
signiﬁcant learning needs. This structured program provides intensive specially designed
instruc on that is individualized based on students’ needs. Students will develop academic,
communica on, and social skills and will be provided with opportuni es to par cipate in some
general educa on classes such as Art, Physical Educa on and Science.

52

